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N s one of the or iginal  members of this Associat ion, I  have been asked to wri te about i ts formation, and early years. l t  wi l l  probably
come as somewhatof a surpr iseto mostof you to knowthatthe Associat ion or iginal ly commenced i ts operat ions in 1992, and as such,
is now in its 13th year of existencel

TheAssoc ia t ionwasfounded in lgg2by longt imeBrock"enthus ias t " { fanat icwou ldprobab lybeabet te rword) ,Pau lD i l lon .  Pau l l i ves in
Canberra, and for severalyears organized the H.D.T. SpecialVehicles stand atthe Canberra Motor Show, where his displays won
awards on several  occasions. Paul has a "f la i ' "  for these sorts of things, and he designed your Associat ion's Logo, which is st i l l
current ly in use.

As I  mentioned, Paul is a long t ime Brock enthusiast,  and I  suppose his f i rst  involvement with Brock would have been in 1975, when he
w a s a n H . D . T . c r e w m e m b e r i n t h e D o n C a p a s c o B a l l y - o f  c o u r s e , a t t h a t t i m e , H . D . T . w a s h e a d e d b y t h e l e g e n d a r y H a r r y F i r t h .  S i n c e
then, Paulhas had a cont inuous associat ion with Brock, and H.D.T. Adam Stancombe has a very special  piece of memorabi l ia from the
1984 Bathurst race, which l ists Paulas being responsible for H.D.T. apparel ,  at that race.

In Paul 's previous home, he had a massive "Marlboro" logo painted on the f loor of his garage! Paul 's car carr ied the registrat ion
number "8R0CK05". His memorabi l ia col lect ion was HUGE, and is now owned by Peter Champion. Actual ly,  Paul is current ly working
forPeter ,be ingrespons ib le fo r the f ina ldes ign ,cons t ruc t ionand in tegra t ionof  Peter ' sBrockMuseum.  There isnodoubt tha thewas
absolutely the best person, with the required credibi l i ty,  to get this Club off  the ground.

Paulf i rst  started talk ing to l ike minded enthusiasts in mid 1992, butthe f i rst  of f ic ial  gathering of the "Club" was at Bathurst in 1992,
where approximately 50 people -  enthusiasts family and fr iends, were brought together by Paul.

I  wasn't  at  Bathurst,  but l 'd known Paul s ince 1986, so early in 1993 we started talk ing about how we would promote the Club, an off ic ial
namefor theClub ,appare l , logos ,what the"C lub"wou lds tandfor ,anda l l tha tsor to fs tu f f .  Bo tho f  usknewBrockpersona l ly ,andwe
a d v i s e d P . B . e v e r y s t e p o f t h e w a y , o f w h a t w e w e r e d o i n g .  T h e f a c t t h a t w e w e r e a b l e t o t a l k t o P . B . p e r s o n a l l y g a v e t h e C l u b c r e d i b i l i t y
from the start, setting it apart from other similar clubs.

As there were other "clubs",  I  decided that "Associat ion" sounded a bi t  more "upmarket",  and was more sui ted to the image we were
trying to create! Paul was not immediately in favor,  but af ter a bi t  of  discussion amongst ourselves, and with P.B.,  i t  was decided that
"Associat ion" was the go, so we became the Brock Commodore 0wner's Associat ion of Austral ia.

At this t ime, Paul and I  were both working, so there were t imes when not much happened, and i t  would be fair  to say that most of the
Associat ion's act iv i t ies were in Canberra. And, as most of you would know, al l  c lubs have their  problems - Mark and Deanne Sicura,
K a r e n a n d l , f l e w t o C a n b e r r a o n o n e o c c a s i o n , t o a s s i s t P a u l w i t h a f e w " d i f f i c u l t i e s " h e w a s e n c o u n t e r i n g .  l w e l l r e m e m b e r t h e f l i g h t
back to  Melbourne-MarkS icura , th rough bus iness ,wasf ly ing  bus iness  c lass ,  and a l though Karen and lwere  in  economy,  Markwas
able to organize Champagne on the f l ight for us!

During 1995 and l996we made some realheadway, and al though i twould be fair to saythatthe Associat ion's focus was st i l l inthe
A.C.T.,  I  started to make progress in Victor ia,  s igning up al l the or iginalVictor ian members myself .  l th ink Paulwas member N0.1, lwas
No.2 ,andBrockwas,o f  course ,No.5 ,or r05" .  Whi ls t theAssoc ia t ionhad,ands t i l lhas ,members ino thers ta tes ,V ic to r iasoonhadthe
most members. '

M o s t o f t h e p e o p l e t h a t l e n c o u r a g e d t o j o i n , c a m e f r o m m y f r i e n d s i n t h e H . S . V . O w n e r ' s C l u b .  l c a n r e m e m b e r t h e q u e s t i o n b e i n g
a s k e d , ( w a s i t b y y o u , L e n ? ) W h y d o w e n e e d t o j o i n a n o t h e r c l u b - w e ' v e a l r e a d y g o t o n e ?  l w o u l d s i m p l y e x p l a i n t h a t t h e r e w a s
absolutely no conf l lct ,  both clubs has their  advantages, but that i f  you wanted to get a bi t  c loser to Brock, then the 8.C.0.A. was the way
to go. Most people retained their  H.S.V.o.C membership.

W e ' d h e l d m i n o r e v e n t s d u r i n g t h e e n s u i n g t w o y e a r s o r s o , b u t t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s f i r s t m a j o r e v e n t w a s " E c h u c a " l 9 9 6 .  T h i s e v e n t w a s
s i m p l y s e n s a t l o n a l , a n d r e a l l y p u t t h e A s s o c i a t i o n " o n t h e m a p " .  B e v a n d P e t e r w e r e t h e r e , a n d w e h e l d o u r S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n d i s p l a y
i n t h e c e n t r a l  p a r k t o u r i s t a r e a o f  E c h u c a , a d l a c e n t t 0 t h e p o r t .  W e h a d c o v e r a g e i n t h e p r e s s , o v e r 2 0 c a r s w e r e o n d i s p l a y , B r o c k w a s
m o b b e d , ( n o t h i n g u n u s u a l a b o u t t h a t ! ) , a n d w e h a d t r o u b l e g e t t i n q P . B . b a c k t o t h e m o t e l o n t i m e .  P e t e r C h a m p i o n w a s a l s o t h e r e , h e
was actual ly in the process of del iver ing a big Front End Loaderto Brock, with a large "05" painted on i t !  Subsequent ly,  several  Echuca



events were held, and they were all brilliant

Since that time, there have been many people who have assisted in the running of the Association. As I do not currently own a "Brock",
I am now "only" an associate member, and have not had an active role for some time. However, my associate membership gives me the
opportunity to still feel a part of the Association, and to get close to some sensational cars, which form an integral pa( of Australia's
motoring history. I also enjoy seeing the pride with which cars are displayed and cherished by their owners, some of whom were barely,
"out of the cradle", when these cars were made !

My congratulations go out to the current leadership and committee members, who have worked tirelessly during the last couple of years,
to make your Association what is certainly the premier "Brock" car organization in Australia. Paul Dillon's vision has been realized.

Keep on Brocking!!!

Martin Hayden
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